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							A PDF Parser (also sometimes called PDF scraper) is a software that can be used to extract data from PDF documents. PDF Parsers can come in form of libraries for developers or as standalone software products for end-users.
PDF Parsers are used mainly to extract data from a batch of PDF files. Manual data entry (copy & paste) is a common alternative when data needs to be extracted from only a handful of documents.

What kind of data can be parsed from PDF files?
PDF files are the go-to option for many different document types, ranging from books, presentations, reports, brochures to invoice, and purchase orders. While PDF offers the capability to embed rich media types and attachments, PDF parsing solutions are typically used to extract:
	Text paragraphs
	Single data fields (dates, tracking numbers, …)
	Tabular data (tables and lists)
	Images

What are the typical use-cases for PDF Parsers / PDF Scraper?
PDF parsers are used in various fields, ranging from document management, document indexing to business process automation with the goal of automatically extracting data from PDF files. Whether or not it is possible to successfully parse PDF files, depends highly on the nature of documents and not all document types can be parsed. Use-cases we see quite often at Docparser, are Automated Invoice & Accounts Payable Processing, Purchase Order Parsing, PDF Form Processing, Converting PDF bank statements, etc.

Is parsing a PDF comparable to web scraping? And what is a PDF scraper?
Parsing PDF files is indeed very similar to scraping data from websites. Some people actually use the word “PDF Scraper” instead of PDF Parser. Scraping data from websites comes however with the advantage that websites typically come as hierarchically structured HTML documents. Being able to access HTML tags (e.g. <h1>, <h2>, <table>, …) makes it much easier for a software to “understand” the structure of a document. Unfortunately, the PDF specification does not contain any structuring tags. For example, a table inside a PDF file is basically just text which is arranged in a certain way. Having no structural tags makes it challenging to successfully parse PDF files.
How can I extract data from a PDF online?

Try Docparser! Our ability to parse very specific data from documents is the number one reason our customers say they love using Docparser! Say good-bye to manual data entry and automate your business.

Say good-bye to tedious manual data entry. Docparser offers a fast, secure, and accurate PDF Parser tool to automate your workflow.
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							Save time and automatically convert PDF data to Excel, CSV, & more in no time.
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No credit card required. 
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												Aneta Ilievska says:					


					
						August 12, 2018 at 8:52 am					


									

				
					Hi Doc Parser Team

Just wondering can the software import scraped data directly into a HTML email template? For example I want to be able to create parsing rules that recognise dates and invoice amounts directly from the PDF file and import it into the corresponding data fields in an email template?

Thanks

Aneta

				


				Reply
			
			
			
				
					
												docparser says:					


					
						August 16, 2018 at 9:51 am					


									

				
					Hi Aneta, Docparser does not have any outbound email functionalities at the moment. You can however send the parsed data to one of our integration platform partners (Zapier, MS Flow, etc.). Once your data is parsed and was sent through the integration, you can use it to fill and send HTML layout based emails.

				


				Reply
			
		






		

	
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

Website 

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

 



	

	

		

				

					

		

				
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
					
							
					
				

			
			
				
									
						I'm Khalid, the author.
I'm a business & technology writer at Docparser with a passion for entrepreneurial projects and making businesses run better.					
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							Productive teams use Docparser – extract data From PDFs, Word & Image Documents.						
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We use cookies on our website to give you the most relevant experience by remembering your preferences and repeat visits. By clicking “Accept”, you consent to the use of ALL the cookies.
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				Privacy Overview
				
					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.
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									Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. These cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website, anonymously.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	cookielawinfo-checbox-analytics	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Analytics".
	cookielawinfo-checbox-functional	11 months	The cookie is set by GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the cookies in the category "Functional".
	cookielawinfo-checbox-others	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Other.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-necessary	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Necessary".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-performance	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Performance".
	viewed_cookie_policy	11 months	The cookie is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to store whether or not user has consented to the use of cookies. It does not store any personal data.
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